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A Role ONE PIECE Plays as a Bridge across Japan
and East Asian Countries

HIRAI Ken + WANG, Juan
CHEN, Hung Wen - YAO, A Ling

A serial comics called ONE PIECE is extremely popular not only with the Japanese audience but
also with the audience abroad. It is especially well-received by young peoples in East Asian countries,
so much so that some of them start learning Japanese or doing research on Japan. One of the charms
of ONE PIECE may be that both the fictitious and real worlds coexist in the stories. Another charm is
that the delicate balance between the two is always well kept. Still another appealing point is that
while reading ONE PIECE, the readers are presented with many kinds of problems that they are
likely to encounter and be required to solve in their real-life situations. It is quite possible that such
features mentioned above will naturally make ONE PIECE an excellent and valuable material to be
used for academic as well as educational purposes, to say nothing of its important contribution to

international exchange with our neighboring countries.



