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Cambria [New York]  May 11th 1851 
 
My dear Mother1 
 
According to promise I sit down to write to you as soon as possible. 
We arrived here safely Friday evening & I wanted very much to write yesterday but 
could not do so as Mr. T-2 was out both morning & afternoon whenever I had a chance 
to write, & unfortunately he had the key of the trunk which contained the paper & pens 
in his pocket, & I could find none here, so I thought I would wait contentedly till today, 
especially as the mail did not leave until tomorrow. 
Well, this morning came. We had a chance to ride & mother wanted me to go to 
meeting, so I went all day & now this evening, as the children are both sweetly asleep,  
I will try to scribble a letter. 
I must begin by telling you what a pleasant journey we had. After we started from 
Vernon, we went very quickly to Mansfield. [We] had to stay there about an hour waiting 
for the cars from the north, but did not get out of the cars. [We] found the bread & butter 
& ham very acceptable, & with the addition of a glass of ale, which my good husband 
got at a grocery nearby, made a first-rate dinner.  
We then went on to Shelby, & only had to wait a few minutes there for the cars & 
reached Cleveland between 5 & 6 in the evening.  
The cars run down to the wharf, & the “Queen City” was waiting for our passengers, so 
all we had to do was to step on the boat, & in a very few minutes we were off again. 
They gave us supper, lodging of course & breakfast on board the boat, & as soon as 
breakfast was over , we were landed at Buffalo. 
We went immediately on board a packet boat which left at nine o’clock as we found it 
was cheaper than on the cars, & we should reach Lockport quite as soon, as the cars 
always stop several hours at the Falls. 
We should have reached home in good season in the afternoon if we had not been 
detained about an hour in a lock as there was a boat loaded with brick sunk in the canal 
& no room to get by it. 
At last, we all had to get out, bag & baggage, & walk half a mile to another packet which 
was coming up from Lockport, & it very kindly backed us into Lockport. 
We found Morrison3 there, & he rode out with us to Cambria. We got there about dark, 
found all well. They had been looking for us a long while. 
Lucinda & her children4 are still here, but they expect to move to Lockport the middle of 
this week. 
Fred5, of course, makes himself perfectly at home here. He & Frank seem perfectly 
delighted with each other, & play outdoors all the time. I asked him tonight what I should 
say to Grandma for him, & he said, “Tell her I want to come back to Gambier to see her.” 
I am afraid, however, he is not very sincere. 

 
1  “Mother” is Ann Jane (Leonard) Blake (1819-1901). 
2  “Mr. T-“ is The Rev Joash Rice Taylor (1818-1900). 
3  “Morrison” is Morrison W. Evans (1821-1907), husband of Lucinda Amanda (Taylor) Evans. 
4  “Lucinda & her children” are Lucinda Amanda (Taylor) Evans (1825-1957), sister of Joash Rice Taylor, 
and children: Frank J. Evans (1847-1933) and Morris Rice Evans (1849-1929). 
5  “Fred” is Alfred Blake Taylor (1846-1920). 



 2 

Poor Lizzie6 feels very strange. Her cousin, Morris, who is just a month younger than 
she is, pushes her [a]round, & is as much of a boy as his brother. She is very tender-
hearted & cries & frets a good deal. When I ask her where Grandma or Aunty Badger7 
are, she wilk begin to kiss her hand as fast as possible, & pull me to go & find them. 
Sometimes she says, “All gone.” 
My head aches, & I feel very tired tonight, so I will not try to write any more tonight. 
Do write just as soon as you receive this, & I will answer it immediately. I want to hear 
from you all [very] much.  
Mr. T- unites with me in love to all, & believe me ever . . [this portion of the letter is 
missing] . . .  

 
      Henrietta E. Taylor 8 
 

 
6  “Lizzie” is Elizabeth Lawrence Taylor (1849-1932). 
7  “Grandma … Aunty Badger” are: Ann Jane (Leonard) Blake (“Grandma”) (1819-1901) and Mary 
Elizabeth (Leonard) Badger (1815-1873). 
8  “Henrietta E. Taylor” is Henrietta (Leonard) Taylor (1821-1858). 
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